Table 1. The demographic and clinical characteristics of the seropositive and seronegative RA patients.
	                                     Seropositive RA                      Seronegative RA                    p-value                                                                      

                                         (n=20)                                      (n=20)                      

	Patient characteristics

Sex (F:M)                                       16:4                                       14:6         

Age (years)                                     41.35 ± 1.6                           40.80±1.33                            NS
                                                  (Range:21-55)                              (Range:24-56)                     
Disease duration (years)                 7.5±1.0                                 6.0±0.64                               0.23
Height (cm)                                    159.4±4.9                             160.7±4.95                           NS
Body weight (Kg)                          64.07±12.58                         63.13±12.51                         NS
BMI (kg/m2)                                   24.43 ±5.2                            24.73±2.91                           NS
ESR (mm 1st hr)                              40.30±1.7                             28.55±1.43                           0.01*
CRP (mg/dl)                                    14.35±3.6                             6.31±0.52                             0.03*
DAS 28 Score                                 3.83±0.17                             3.59±0.12                              0.25
TNF-α (pg/ml)                                 6.76±0.32                             5.72±0.25                             0.01*

IL-6  (pg/ml)                                    14.97±2.03                           10.05±1.89                           0.04*
IL-1 (pg/ml)                                     170.1±19.8                           120.90±18.6                         0.04* 
EPC (%)                                          0.018 ± 0.001                        0.022 ± 0.001                      0.02*                        

	F female, M male, BMI body mass index, ESR erythrocyte sedimentation rate, CRP C-reactive protein, DAS 28- disease activity score of 28 joints, TNF-α Tumour Necrosis Factor, IL-6 Interleukin-6, IL-1 Interleukin-1, EPC Endothelial Progenitor Cell.  NS non significant, *p<0.05, Statistically significant


Table 2. Univariate analysis of EPCs with selected variables in seropositive and seronegative RA patients
	                                                              EPCs in seropositive RA                      EPCs in seronegative RA





                  (n=20)                                                               (n=20)

	Variables                                                   r              p-value                                        r                 p-value

	Disease Duration
                    -0.30             0.18                                         -0.26                0.33
Disease Severity (DAS 28)                   -0.46             0.03*                                       - 0.05               0.81
ESR                                                        -0.38             0.09                                         0.16                 0.49
CRP                                                        0.11              0.96                                         0.29                 0.20
IL-6                                                        -0.24             0.29


    - 0.02              0.92
IL-1                                                        -0.45             0.03*                                        - 0.19              0.40
TNF-α                                                    -0.48             0.02*                                        0.41                0.06


DAS 28- Disease activity score of 28 joints, ESR erythrocyte sedimentation rate, CRP C-reactive protein, IL-6 Interleukin-6, IL-1 Interleukin-1, 
TNF-α Tumour Necrosis Factor, EPC Endothelial Progenitor Cell.  NS non significant, *p<0.05, statistically significant
